Prosthetic valve endocarditis after heart catheterization.
It is accepted that patients with valvular disease or valvular prosthesis should be protected against endocarditis during procedures causing bacteriemia. On the other hand it has been shown that bacteriemia occurs during catheterization. Thus, protection against endocarditis for patients undergoing catheterization deserves more consideration, specially among patients with prosthetic valves. Moved by the fatal outcome of one of our patients with postcatheterization prosthetic valve endocarditis, the authors leave an open discussion about this subject.